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March 10, 1992
UM SELECTS SITE FOR NEW BUSINESS BUILDING; PLANS PROCEED
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s long-awaited new School of Business Administration building 
will be constructed in the Clover Bowl intramural field on the west side of campus, UM President 
George Dennison said.
Now that a site has been selected, final planning for the building can get under way, with 
construction expected to begin next spring. The nearly $15.5 million structure should be 
completed and open for classes in the fall of 1994, Dennison said.
"It’s just marvelous to be moving ahead," he said. "We’ve been waiting nine years for 
this, and now it’s time to get on with it."
The final site choice was between the Clover Bowl and a parking lot directly east of Main 
Hall, he said, and consideration of the University’s future needs forced elimination of the latter 
location. Available space in the area around Main Hall is very limited, he said, but future 
demands are many, including probable expansion of the University Center and the Mansfield 
Library.
By choosing the Clover Bowl, a grassy field between Eddy and Connell avenues, the 
University will protect its future options as well as provide adequate space and accessibility for the 
massive new building, Dennison said. Other advantages to the Clover Bowl site include relatively 
little campus disruption during construction and lower construction costs than at the east campus 
site, he said.
Original plans for the new building date back to 1983, by which time the business school
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had already grown much too large for its present quarters, business school Dean Larry Gianchetta 
said earlier.
"We outgrew this building in 1975, when we had 850 majors," Gianchetta said. "We have 
2,000 majors now."
At 27,700 square feet, the current building can house only about half of the business 
school’s faculty and classes, he said, forcing the rest to scatter across campus. The new building 
is expected to be more than three times the size of the old building — large enough to 
accommodate all of the school’s operations, including the Montana Entrepreneurship Center, which 
now operates out of McGill Hall.
The 1991 Legislature authorized $15,486 million to be spent on the building, including a 
legislative appropriation of $604,705 and over $13 million to be raised through the sale of bonds. 
The remaining $1,858 million must be raised by UM, a task made considerably easier by a $1 
million donation from alumnus Bill Gallagher of Missoula.
Plans for the new structure include interactive studios for televised courses and some 
classrooms with electronic desks that allow students to respond to questions by entering their 
answers on a computer keyboard.
"What we’re talking about is a state-of-the-art facility for the 21st century," Dennison said.
m
Contacts: George Dennison, 243-231 1. Larry Gianchetta is out of state but will be back in his 
office, 243-4831, Thursday morning.
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